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GRANGE RESOURCES — MAGNETITE MINE — COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

Statement 

HON DIANE EVERS (South West) [6.19 pm]: My statement today is about Grange Resources, a mining 
company that has been looking at establishing a magnetite mine in Wellstead, on and off, over the past 10 years. 
On 30 October I received a letter from the company stating that a public comment period would be open from 
3 November until 30 November. Normally, this would be great. The company needed public comment because it 
needed to get approval under the commonwealth Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act for 
the Southdown magnetite project. I know that this has been going on for a number of years, and I know that the 
people in Wellstead have stood up against it at times in the past. I know that there are some complications or issues 
with the mine. I am not trying to stop it by any means, but I want to make sure that the public is consulted properly, 
and able to express their views, so that the mine operates in a way that is in line with the community’s needs and 
expectations. However, today I received a letter from someone in Wellstead, which is just to the east of the mine. 
I will read it out, because it is important to hear it from the perspective of an individual. It reads — 

I am a resident of Wellstead community providing feedback on the EPBC Act referral documentation and 
additional information related to the Southdown Magnetite Project. I dropped in at the 
Wellstead Community Resource Centre to look at the hard copy of the report and documentation left 
there for public viewing. It is a very large document and would require a few days to fully review. 

I noticed the public were invited to make comment on the EPBC Act referral documentation between 
Friday 3rd November 2017 to Thursday 30th November 2017. Like nearly every resident of the Wellstead 
community I am involved with the commercial agricultural industry. Grange Resources would have been 
FULLY aware that November and December is the busiest time of the year in Wellstead District with 
many landholders engaged with grain harvesting or intensive stock management. We would like it noted 
that the lack of public comment input from Wellstead community residents is not because we have no 
comment to make or interest in the very large proposed Grange Magnetite mine proposed for our District. 
It is just that none of us have time to review the documentation during the very short time it has been 
released and made available for comment. It coincides with the busiest time of our agricultural year. We 
are appalled and insulted that this is considered an acceptable action by Grange Resources. 

By making this statement, I am hoping that we can do something to maybe extend the period, as it closes tomorrow, 
and a number of people feel that they have not had an opportunity to get their responses in. I hope that, after doing 
this, a number of people will take the opportunity, and maybe Grange Resources will give a further extension. 
I know the company has abided by the law in the details of how it has to consult, but I do not think it was fair to the 
community, knowing that the agricultural industry is very busy through the months of November and December. 
I hope the time for comment can be extended. 
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